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ADDRESSING ENVIRONMENTAL INEQUALITIES

Environment Agency Research Project Profile

Background to the project

Tackling environmental inequalities and ensuring that all people have access to a good quality environment in the future is critical to sustainable development.  This is a central concern of the broader environment and social justice agenda which has recently emerged in the UK and is proposed as a key theme for the new UK sustainable development strategy. 

The Environment Agency contributes to sustainable development by protecting and enhancing the environment in a way which takes into account the social aspects of our work, and through its role in advising Government on the environmental aspects of policy. One of the three principles of our Social Policy is to address environmental inequalities.  We are committed to ‘doing what we can to reduce environmental inequalities and ensure that we do not contribute to further inequalities in the future’.  To inform our approach, we are carrying out new research on environmental inequalities and the most effective ways of addressing these.

This project builds on previous research commissioned by the Environment Agency on the relationship between multiple deprivation and aspects of environmental quality and environmental hazards. 

Project objectives

The overall objective of this new research is to gain a better understanding of environmental inequalities and the most effective ways of addressing them. The project is divided into two discrete parts:  

Part 1 will: 

· help us to understand the social impacts of waste management, flooding and water quality on deprived communities, and the policy context for addressing these;

· examine the social distribution of waste sites, areas at risk from flooding and the ecological status of water bodies, undertaking analysis for both England as a whole and for each of the English regions;

· make recommendations for the most effective ways of addressing inequalities in relation to waste management, flooding and water quality, for example, by identifying the policy interventions designed to address them with a range of stakeholders and evaluating their relative costs and benefits.

Part 2 will:

· help us to develop an initial understanding of the cumulative impacts of environmental issues in combination on deprived communities;

· identify ways of assessing the cumulative impacts of environmental inequalities, comparing their effectiveness;

· scope and propose an approach to undertaking two local case studies that will bring together understanding of cumulative environmental inequalities and ways of addressing them.

Project methodology

1. Review of the academic and policy literature. The research team will gather together existing knowledge on the social impacts of waste management, flooding and water quality; the policy interventions focused on addressing environmental inequalities; and the approaches for assessing cumulative environmental impacts.

2. Stakeholder workshop  To support this review, the research team will hold an interactive workshop to develop our understanding of social impacts, policy interventions and cumulative impacts. The workshop will draw together those stakeholders with relevant expertise and experience from within and outside the Environment Agency. 

3. Data analysis  The research team will carry out a GIS based analysis to examine the relationship between the locations of waste sites, areas at risk from flooding and water bodies with poor ecological status, to areas of multiple deprivation in England. This analysis will broken down for the English regions and, where possible, differentiate between different characteristics of environmental features (e.g. different types of waste sites).

Project Outputs

Four reports will be produced on addressing environmental inequalities for waste management, flooding, water quality and cumulative impacts, along with an integrating executive summary.  

The primary audience for the outputs of the project will include policy makers, practitioners and researchers within, and outside the Environment Agency.  The research will be widely publicised and presented in a style to be easily understood by a variety of people in the general public.

Timetable

The project started on 13 December 2004 and will be completed in 15 weeks by 31 March 2005. The stakeholder workshop will take place on 2-3 February 2005. 

Research team

Professor Gordon Walker at Staffordshire University is leading the project, which is being carried out by a multidisciplinary team: 

· Professor Judith Petts and Dr Sarah Damery, University of Birmingham

· Dr Kate Burningham and Dr Jane Fielding, University of Surrey

· Dr Carolyn Stephens and Ruth Willis, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine

· Dr Malcolm Eames and Dr Karen Lucas, Policy Studies Institute and University of Westminster

For more information contact:

Professor Gordon Walker, Institute for Environment and Sustainability Research, Staffordshire University. Tel: 01782 294021  email: g.p.walker@staffs.ac.uk
Helen Chalmers, Social Policy Advisor, Environment Agency. Tel: 01454 205554 email: helen.chalmers@environment-agency.gov.uk 

